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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, KN, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET VIEWS ON NORTH KOREAN SUCCESSION 

1 . SOVIET EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR KOMAROVSKY TOLD EMBOPP MARCH 9 
THAT HE BELIEVED REPORT KIM CHONG-IL WOULD SUCCEED LATHER AND THAT 
ANNOUNCEMENT MIGHT BE MADE ON KIM IL-SUNG'S SIXTY-FIPTH BIRTHDAY 
APRIL 15. KOMAROVSKY HAD NO PIRM EVIDENCE OP SUCCESSION ANNOUNCEMENT 

BUT BASED HIS ASSESSMENT ON ATTITUDES AND COMMENTS OP 

CHONGRYUN (CHOSOREN) CONTACTS, WHO SPEAK OP KIM CHONG-IL IN TONES OF 

RESPECT RESERVED ONLY POR TOP LEADERS. KOMAROVSKY SPECULATED THAT KIM 

CHONG-IL HAD HELD POSITION OP HIGH RESPONSIBILITY POR YEARS AND THAT 
KIM IL-SUNG WOULD HAND OVER POWER GRADUALLY. 

2. ASKED POR HIS VIEWS ON FATHER-SON SUCCESSION IN COMMUNIST SOCIETY 
KOMAROVSKY COMMENTED THAT DYNASTIES HAD NOTHING WHATSOEVER 
TO DO WITH SCIENTIPIC SOCIALISM, BUT HAD DEEP ROOTS IN 

ASIAN POLITICAL TRADITION. HE HAD HEARD FROM GHONGRYUN CONTACTS THAT 
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YOUNGER KIM EXTREMELY COMPETENT AND SUGGESTED THAT 
APPOINTMENT BASED ON MERIT. AS A YOUNG MAN (36), KIM MIGHT 
BE MORE FLEXIBLE THAN HIS LATHER, KOMAROVSKY CONCLUDED. 
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